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Biography of Martin Luther King Jr Biography
Born on 15th January 1929 in Atlanta, Georgia, Michael King Jr, commonly known as Martin Luther King Jr, later on, matured to become one of the most respected heroes in the world with regard to civil rights activism (Owens 313). His father, Martin Luther King Sr, a priest, instilled in him strong Christian beliefs and values, which he applied in his leadership. Growing up, Martin Luther King Jr learned a lot from his father, who was an active advocate for equal human rights. At one point in life, King's father led a campaign to demand equal salaries for white and colored teachers in Atlanta, which turned out to be a great success (Owens 315). Martin Luther King Sr. religious and moral teachings played a significant role in shaping Martin Luther King to become the great leader we all know and admire.
[bookmark: _GoBack]One of the other significant factors contributing to King Jr's shaping was the racial discrimination rampant in America during his time. After graduating from Morehouse College, where he studied law and medicine, Martin Luther King followed in his father's footsteps and pursued a degree in theology (Hodder 45). Thereafter he started a family and settled in Montgomery. Montgomery's life was characterized by increased racial injustices and segregation between the colored and white community living in the city. Martin Luther king's efforts to fight for civil rights in America began after an incident where a person of color was apprehended on the basis of declining to give up their bus seat to be occupied by a white person (McElya 828). King and some of his followers organized a bus boycott in the city that lasted for 381 days, resulting in adverse economic implications for the bus owners. Henceforth, King Jr became a spokesperson and well-known leader for using non-violence acts to advocate for equal rights in America.
After hitting the limelight, Martin's life and that of his family was threatened severally by white supremacists and other opponents who viewed him as a threat. Despite the numerous attempts made in his life, he kept championing for equal rights in America. According to Sails (14), Martin and some of his followers started the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, a group whose main purpose was to fight for equality of the people of color in America by using non-violent acts such as peaceful demonstrations and boycotts. As the group leader, King Jr travelled all over the world, educating people about the need to use non-violent protests to fight for justice in society. He also met with different activists, political leaders and religious figures to spread the message of equal treatment for African Americans who were victims of racial discrimination in the United States of America (Sails 19). In one of his trips to India in 1959, Martin Luther King Jr was privileged to meet Gandhi, who further fueled his fight for equal rights in America.
Martin Luther King Jr and his family eventually moved back to his native home in Atlanta in 1960 (McElya 828). This was a challenging time for Martin and his fellow activists because some of the church leaders did not agree with the methods they used to try and eradicate racial discrimination. In 1963, during the Birmingham campaign, which sought to fight unfair hiring practices and other injustices in American Society King Jr and some of his colleagues were arrested and thrown into the Birmingham jail. While in prison, Martin wrote a letter which served as a defense addressed to white clergymen who disagreed with the methods, he and his colleagues used to champion civil rights Sails 30). This letter became a foundation for the civil rights movement and remains significant in our current day and age. The letter carries and spreads the message of the importance of fighting for what is right despite society's opposition. The letter is a constant reminder that we are all equal, and we should not keep quiet about things that matter because any form of injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.
On 8th August 1963, King Jr organized an event, the March on Washington, a campaign geared to advocate for African Americans' civil and economic rights (Guth 30). The event was a great success because it was attended by approximately 300, 000 participants and is regarded as one of the factors that led to the birth of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. On that same day, King delivered his speech "I Have a Dream" that talked about equality and peace for all the human race. The March on Washington and the speech delivered by King Jr on that day cemented his reputation not only in the United States but all over the world. This saw him get awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. His prominence drew huge amounts of attention to the violence which took place between white segregationists and peaceful protestors in Selma, Alabama, where King Jr and his colleagues had organized a campaign on voters' registration (Hodder 50). This brutality was shown on television and outraged most Americans who became supporters of the civil rights movement and supported Martin and his colleagues in the Selma to Montgomery march, which President Lyndon Johnson endorsed to police officers to maintain peace during the peaceful protest. In that same month, Congress passed the Voting Rights Act, which allowed African Americans to vote. The continued success and growing influence of Martin Luther King Jr angered his opponents further and resulted in his death in April 1998 when he was shot on a balcony in Memphis, where he had gone to a worker's strike.
In summation, there is no doubt that Martin Luther King Jr's upbringing and environment contributed significantly in shaping him to become one of the most outstanding leaders in the world with regard to civil rights activism. His efforts to fight against racial discrimination ensured that people of color in America and other parts of the world gained equal treatment at the workplace, in politics, and in life (McElya 828). His efforts ensured there were equal voting rights for all citizens in America regardless of their skin color. In addition, his efforts also led to equal hiring rights in workplace organizations. Lastly, he fought for a world where all humans are treated with dignity and respect despite their skin color.
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